
Hermeneutical Injustice



1. What is epistemic injustice? What distinguishes epistemic injustice from other 
sorts of injustice?

2. What is hermeneutical injustice? How do we identify instances of 
hermeneutical injustice?

3. How might we go about addressing the distinctive wrong of hermeneutical 
injustice? 



What is Epistemic Injustice?
Epistemic Injustice: “a wrong done to someone specifically in her capacity as a 
knower” (EI, 1)

Knowers inquire about the world and share what they learn with one another.

When one is wronged as a knower, her capacity to inquire about the world and 
share what she learns with others is interfered with. 

“To be wronged in one’s capacity as a knower is to be wronged in a capacity 
essential to human value. When one is undermined or otherwise wronged in a 
capacity essential to human value, one suffers an intrinsic injustice.” (EI, 44)

Distinctive = Particular/specific; NOT more important than other types of wrongs



Varieties of Epistemic Injustice: Testimonial 

Testimonial Injustice: “prejudice causes a hearer to give a deflated level of 
credibility to a speaker’s word.” (EI, 1)

Example: Police interrogations 

Testimonial Injustice “wrongs a speaker in [her] capacity as a giver of knowledge, 
as an informant.” (EI, 5)



Varieties of Epistemic Injustice: Hermeneutical 
Hermeneutical Injustice: “the injustice of having some significant area of one’s 
social experience obscured from collective understanding owing to a structural 
identity prejudice in the collective hermeneutical resource.” (EI, 155)

Example: Carmita Wood, Sexual Harassment 





Breaking Down Hermeneutical Injustice
Hermeneutical Injustice: “the injustice of having some significant area of one’s 
social experience obscured from collective understanding owing to a structural 
identity prejudice in the collective hermeneutical resource.” (EI, 155)

“Significant area of one’s social experience:” Substantial/important parts of one’s 
social life.

“Obscured from collective understanding:” Cannot be made intelligible to others 
(and sometimes to one’s self).

“Collective hermeneutical resource:” The concepts/tools we use to communicate 
with one another.

“Structural identity prejudice:” One is marginalized as a producer of the tools we 
use to communicate with each other, in virtue of an aspect of her identity



Addressing Hermeneutical Injustice
Sexual Harassment, Title VII

Consciousness Raising Groups

Hermeneutical Virtue


